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Making Churches Dementia– Friendly
“Dementia” is a word that is rarely out of the headlines and must be frequently in
the thoughts of anyone with pastoral or family responsibilities. Churches Together
in Cumbria have launched a unique initiative to encourage churches across the
county to become more aware of, and to take steps to address, the needs of
people affected by dementia.
The target is to ‘make every church in Cumbria dementia-friendly by 2020’.
A team of volunteers from member churches (the Dementia Reference Group), including Fiona Roebuck from
Penrith St Catherine’s and led by CTiC’s Dementia Coordinator, David Richardson, is taking this forward.
They have recruited over 60 volunteer ‘Dementia Enablers’ in local churches, and a further recruitment drive
is planned for the spring of next year. In the meantime, the Group has organised an important event this autumn. The first annual ‘Cumbria Churches’ Dementia Conference’ will be held on Saturday November 19th in
Windermere.
Everyone will be welcome, from Cumbria, North Lancashire and further afield. It will give opportunity to
learn of the progress of the initiative, to hear of developments in research and to consider the challenges of
dementia for faith and pastoral care. Information on conference on p.10 and attached leaflet.
A helpful website s http://www.dementiaaction.org.uk and www.dementiafriends.org.uk
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Caring For Creation: “Leaving an inhabitable planet to future generations
is first and foremost, up to us” Pope Francis LSi 160
What are the issues? How can we get involved?
With inputs from:
Fr Hugh Pollock ,Chair of the Faith & Justice Commission and Refugee Co-ordinator
for the Diocese. Fr Hugh went to Paris for the COP 21 and will set the context of the
day - climate change.
Pat Gaffney, the general Secretary of Pax Christi UK, the international Catholic
peace movement. She is a peace activist, campaigner, educator and advocate.
She has travelled to East Timor and Israel/ Palestine in her peace work.
Her involvement in active nonviolent resistance to militarism, at the Ministry of
Defence and other places, has led to four prison terms.

Climate change is a global
problem with grave
implications: environmental,
social, economic, political and
for the distribution of goods.
It represents one of the
principal challenges facing
humanity in our day. Its worst
impact will probably be felt by
developing countries in coming decades.
Pope Francis LS 25

Paul Bodenham has worked in a policy-making environment since 1990, initially in
local government and now for English Heritage. He has been active for many years
in voluntary initiatives and, realising that climate change is the most urgent and
complex crisis facing the world today, he developed Operation Noah. He is the
chair of Green Christian.

Saturday 22nd October
10:30am –4:30pm
The Storey
Meeting House Lane
Lancaster LA1 1PJ

Lya Vollering was for many years a key figure at the Minsteracres Centre near
Consett, developing their work on ecology and environmental responsibility. Lya is
currently investigating the thoughts of Thomas Berry.

All Welcome
Booking form attached
With bulletin

Fr Tom Cullinan is a ‘monk-priest’ of the Archdiocese of Liverpool. Tom has a long
history of involvement in justice issues and is a frequent speaker at conferences.
He has a way of getting to the heart of the matter.

Lunch break from
1:30pm to 2:30pm

Dr Paul Kelly has been working with the environment group of the National Justice
& Peace Network & involved in the churches response to fracking in the north-west.
Sue Holden will explain an alternative understanding of money. She will explain the
Positive Money position that money is created as debt and the wider implications,
aiming to whet the appetite for continued learning: “I think of myself as having sent
out money creation awareness tendrils into various communities around the country.” Sue is a Quaker.

“The ecological crisis shows the urgency of a solidarity which embraces time
and space…A greater sense of intergenerational solidarity is urgently needed.
Future generations cannot be saddled with the cost of our use of
common environmental resources."
Pope Benedict XVI, World Peace Day Message 2010

energy issues
climate change &
violent conflict
Non-violence in action
Organising
for change

We are not allowed
to bring our own food
into the venue
but
there is a cafe in the building
and many cafes and food
market stalls just a couple of
minutes away in town centre
and market square.
The Castle & Priory are just
around the corner from the
Storey

Travel &
Transport
Climate
Change

Theological reflection

Money
Working for
change

Food

“The greatest thing a human soul ever does in this world is to see something and tell what it saw in a plain
way. Hundreds of people can talk for one who can think, but thousands can think for one who can see.
To see clearly is poetry, prophecy and religion, all in one.” ― John Ruskin
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PAX CHRISTI URGE UK GOVERNMENT TO STOP ARMS DEALS TO SAUDI ARABIA
September 2, 2016: Pax Christi International, together with Pax Christi USA and Pax Christi UK, has sent letters to
President Obama and Prime Minister May voicing their concern about the continuing conflict in Yemen between
the government--supported by the Saudi-led coalition -- and the Houthis, as well as the US and UK involvement
with arms exports to Saudi Arabia. The United Nations Human Rights Office report that since March 2015, 3,799
civilians have been killed and more than 6,000 injured. Three million have been forced to flee the violence.
The Saudi arms deals of the UK and US have been serious matters of discussion at last week's second annual
Conference of State Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). The treaty, which the US has signed and the UK has
ratified, stipulates that arms should not be exported when there is an overriding risk that they would undermine
peace and security and facilitate violations of international human rights and humanitarian law.
In the letter to Theresa May, they urge the UK government to stop arms deals with Saudi Arabia, as it has enabled
the Saudi-led coalition to further intensify the bombing campaign in Yemen which is victimising civilians. The letter
says that the export of arms, such as last year's transfer of 58 aircraft and 2400 missiles, should end immediately.
It is not only devastating for Yemen, but it will also undermine the security of the Arabian peninsula and feed
global terrorism networks. Instead Pax Christi urges the UK government to contribute to the restoration of peace
talks and to deepen its engagement in support of local and civilian-led conflict prevention, mitigation, peacebuilding and good governance. Read the full text of the letter to Theresa May here: http://www.paxchristi.net/sites/default/
s/160830_letter_uk_saudi_arms_deals_-_signed_pdf.pdf http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php? viewStory=30834

We can also add our concerns by writing to Greg Clarke MP, Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy at 1 Victoria Street London SW1H 0ET (CAMPAIGN AGAINST ARMS TRADE (CAAT) have prepared a draft letter )
Dear Mr. Clarke
Since the Saudi Arabian attacks in Yemen began earlier this year, the UK government has licensed over £2.8 billion worth
of arms sales to that country. The weapon categories included for arms exports since the bombing of Yemen began include approximately:
•
£1.7 billion worth of ML10 licenses (Aircraft, helicopters, drones).
•
£1.1 billion worth of ML4 licenses (Grenades, bombs, missiles, countermeasures).
•
£430,000 worth of ML6 licenses (Armoured vehicles, tanks).
Over 6000 people have been killed in this bombing campaign. There is now significant evidence that this has created a
humanitarian catastrophe, destroying vital infrastructure and leaving 80% of the population in need of aid. Despite this,
the UK has continued to arm the Saudi regime.
Reports from a range of prestigious international organisations, including a UN Panel of experts, the European Parliament
and humanitarian NGOs, have accused Saudi forces of serious breaches of International Human Rights. These include:
A failure to take all precautions in attack as required by International Human Rights.
Attacks causing disproportionate harm to civilians and civilian infrastructure.
A failure to adhere to the principle of distinction and/or the targeting of civilians and civilian objects and those not directly participating in hostilities.
The destruction of Cultural Property and/or a failure to adhere to the immunity to be afforded to such property during
armed conflict.
The UK is now de facto complicit in human rights violations. The UK’s position on arms exports to Saudi Arabia is
indefensible. I urge you to suspend these immediately.
Yours sincerely ...

Political Influence
The arms industry has inserted itself into the very heart and
machinery of government giving it totally disproportionate access
and influence over vital areas, warping public policy and harming us
all. Sign the petition to demand the Prime Minister takes action
against lobbying and corporate influence over public policy.
https://www.caat.org.uk/get-involved/act-now/petition/lobbying
Explore the murky world of political influence at https://www.caat.org.uk/issues/influence/impact
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Prayer for Migrants, Refugees and Asylum Seekers
God, no-one is a stranger to you
And no-one is ever far from your loving care.
In your kindnesss watch over migrants,
refugees and asylum seekers,
Those separated from their loved ones,
Those who are lost and those who have been
exiled from their homes.
Bring them safely to the place
where they long to be
And help us always to show your kindness
to strangers and those in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Who was a refugee and a migrant,
Who travelled to another land
searching for a home
Amen
(source Nouwen Network

Help Change the Story on Refugees
The stories we hear and tell are important.
They help shape our thoughts,
form our opinions and set the agenda.

This is his second personal project, the first
being his Book of Boaz, and in this new book
Dave captures seven stories of seven individuals who’ve experienced what it is to be a refugee – the causes, the journey and the struggle
to build a new life.
All profits going to Boaz Trust and Naccom

Stop Barclays Fracking week of action 24 - 29 October 2016
Did you know
Third Energy is 97% owned by Barclays Natural Resource
Investments, a private equity arm of Barclays Bank?
Third Energy has recently obtain the first approval for
fracking in the UK in North Yorkshire. This is why Barclays is
being challenged by anti-fracking campaigners.
There are many good reasons to challenge fracking. It can
put the health and homes of local people at risk, harms the
local environment and it undermines efforts to tackle
climate change. To stay within safe levels of global
warming, 80% of fossil fuels need to stay in the ground, and
we should be investing in clean, safe renewable energy and
energy efficiency .
https://www.foe.co.uk/page/stop-barclays-fracking-week-action

To download guide for the week
https://www.foe.co.uk/sites/default/files/
downloads/action-guie-stop-barclays-fracking
-week-action-101824.pdf

Following week is Good Money Week –am opportunity to ask whether those you trust with your money
are looking after it in a way that also benefits society and protects the environment http://goodmoneyweek.com/
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PROGRESSIO to close after 75 years
nd

The charity Progressio has announced on 22 September 2016 that it is to close next year. Following the loss of a two million pound grant from the Department for
International Development, the charity has been unable to raise enough funds to continue. In a letter, the Chair of Trustees, Martin McEnery writes: “At a meeting on 14
September 2016 to discuss the conclusions of the recent consultation on Progressio's future, the charity's trustees and myself as chair took the decision to begin
proceedings to close Progressio. This decision has been taken with deep regret, on the basis that we have not been able to secure sufficient levels of income to ensure a
viable future post March 2017. It is our intention to, as far as possible, complete all project and partner commitments through to the end of March 2017 alongside our
Global South partners. For the International Citizen Service (ICS) programme our sub-contract will pass back to the ICS contract holder Voluntary Service Overseas. With
regards to the other three projects where funding continues beyond the end of March 2017, we are currently working with a few organisations to ensure our current
work and existing commitments can be fulfilled after March 2017.
The decision to close comes despite intensive fundraising efforts and many years of investing to diversify income. Unfortunately, the funding landscape has become
increasingly competitive and we have been unable to replace the £2 million unrestricted grant per annum from the Department for International Development which
comes to an end in December 2016. We, the trustees and myself as Chair, have reached this decision with great sadness. The decision was agreed and supported by all
the trustees. We are hugely proud of all that has been achieved since the charity was formed in 1940. In particular we appreciate and thank all of our staff, Development
Workers and volunteers both in the UK and overseas, as well as all of our supporters like you. Together, your support and dedication have helped our partners and some
of the world's most marginalised communities achieve incredible things, empower themselves and challenge multiple unfair power structures.
Our thoughts now are with the people we work alongside, such as the Yemeni, Somali and Southern African women struggling to have a voice and working to counter
deeply entrenched abuses of their rights and violence targeted against them. They are also with the subsistence farmers across all our country programmes in Central
America, Africa and Yemen who are striving for sustainable livelihoods and to have a voice in decisions that affect their lives. We will do our utmost to ensure their voices
continue to be heard and their struggles supported.”
The letter concludes: "We would like to thank you all for your support, donations and time. Moving forwards, we are no longer actively fundraising. However, any
donations that we receive will go towards our core funding to help us keep providing support to the people and partners we work with in fragile states until March 2017.
We leave a proud legacy and the foundation of a huge amount of good work that will now be continued by others across many countries in Latin America, the Caribbean,
the Middle East, Asia and Africa. We will seek to ensure that as much of our legacy as possible is captured and that some of our history, achievements and learning are
made available to others."
History - (text taken from the Progressio website)
The organisation was founded, with the support of Cardinal Hinsley, on 1 August 1940 and originally named: 'The Sword of the Spirit' - as a reaction to war and to Hitler's
rejection of 'kinship and love'. The lay Catholic group was a "campaign of prayer, study and action to unite the citizens of this country in support of future peace," Cardinal
Hinsley said.
In its early years The Sword of the Spirit worked to build peace in Europe. It published pamphlets on Nazism, and spoke out about the threat of totalitarianism to the
Christian conception of life and to international order. Although The Sword initially focused on oppression in Eastern Europe, it began to widen its attention to the
international stage and to address issues such as food aid and human rights. This growing internationalism led The Sword to begin to recruit volunteers to work overseas
in 1963, working in conjunction with the British Volunteer Programme. The Sword believed it was important to invest in people, and its volunteers set out to enable
people in the developing world to find solutions to their own problems. This idea would later become central to the success of the organisation.
In 1965, The Sword of the Spirit was renamed the Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR). While establishing a reputation as a leading international development agency, CIIR continued its policy work, seeking to provide a moral voice against human rights abuses and to influence both the Church and state. By this time, CIIR
was well respected for its analysis and commentary on international issues. It had developed good relationships with the global South and worked closely with grassroots
initiatives in the developing world, giving a voice to the voiceless and projecting them onto an international stage.
In the 1970s, following the Second Vatican Council and its statement of commitment to 'the option for the poor', progressive elements in the Catholic Church increasingly
supported grassroots liberation movements. CIIR supported progressive elements of the Church in various liberation and human rights struggles in Central America,
Southern Africa and Asia. It published booklets on liberation theology and promoted progressive Church speakers. This, however, was only part of its work, as detailed
policy analysis & innovative work on issues such as drugs, debt and trade were not expressly Church linked. CIIR worked in collaboration with others & published high
quality analysis. When the volunteer placements first began they were linked to the Church, but the overseas programme soon adopted a wider developmental
perspective, working with people of all faiths and none. Although best known overseas, the programme worked closely with other British agencies and secured a
reputation for professionalism and integrity. It began to recruit skilled professionals alongside volunteers to do specific jobs in response to specific needs identified by our
partners in the South.
CIIR recruited its first such 'development worker' to work in Nicaragua in 1974. It was also the first international development agency to begin recruiting local staff rather than expatriates - to run its offices in the countries where it worked. It was a true partnership with the South, based on people sharing skills with local communities
through grassroots initiatives, in order to help poor and marginalised people bring change to their own lives.
As time went on, CIIR's advocacy and development work became increasingly intertwined. Meanwhile, this development work was based on the awareness that practical
solutions to the problems of poverty must be backed up by changes in the structures and policies that keep people poor. Our development programme therefore explicitly sought to build the capacity of partners to undertake advocacy themselves.
As CIIR's distinctive approach to international development took hold, it was becoming increasingly clear that the name, the Catholic Institute for International Relations,
no longer represented the breadth and depth of the organisation's work. In 2006, CIIR changed its name to Progressio - a reference to Populorum Progressio, one of the
central documents in Catholic social teaching that emerged from the Second Vatican Council. Populorum Progressio speaks about the challenges of development and the
importance of justice in relations between rich and poor nations.
Visit Progressio's website here: http://www.progressio.org.uk/ from http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=30973
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Seed Freedom is our Right
From Vandana Shiva before she travelled to the UK to take part in the ‘One Earth One Humanity One Future’ festival
in Oxford, which celebrated 50 years of the UK’s flagship environmental magazine, Resurgence.
This ‘Resurgence 50’ festival will be bringing together leading figures from the world’s social justice and environmental
movements to share ideas for bridging a more equitable and sustainable world. A world that would be imminently
fairer and more sustainable without the transnational agrochemical giant Monsanto and its GMO crops. Meantime, In
India we are celebrating 70 years of our Independence, and last month we also celebrated the anniversary of the Quit
India movement of 1942. That was also the year of the Great Bengal famine which killed 2 million Indians because of
the extortionist revenue collection by the British. It was clear that we had to reclaim our freedom because British rule
was pushing people to starvation while maximising its revenue extraction, Lagaan, from land.
Today we are suffering a similar tragedy related to seeds, as Monsanto extracts super profits from our farmers in the
form of illegal royalties as ‘seed Lagaan’, trapping them in debt and pushing them to suicide. Seed Sovereignty cannot
coexist with Monsanto’s failed technologies and false claims. Monsanto’s withdrawal threat is empty. Indian law does
not allow a patent on seed, and Roundup Ready crops are not approved for cultivation.
In fact, the Technical Expert Committee advising the Supreme Court in the GMO case has categorically advised that
there should be no herbicide resistant GMO trials or commercialisation in India because India is a land of small farms
and rich biodiversity. Herbicide resistant crops like Monsanto’s Roundup Ready cotton would lead to spraying of the
broad spectrum herbicide, which would kill all other crops in the field except the plant genetically engineered to resist
Roundup. Not only would this destroy biodiversity, it would rob the poor of rich sources of nutrition in the biodiversity,
and aggravate India’s food and nutritional insecurity.
Instead of focusing on farming systems, biodiversity, seeds, farmer’s rights and national laws, Monsanto, through its
massive PR machine keeps repeating three lies to cover up its failures and false and unreasonable PR claims.
First, it claims that the Government is trying to issue compulsory licences for Bt cotton seed. This is false
because when there are no patents on seeds, there can be no compulsory licensing. The Government Licensing guidelines have merely clarified the law about exclusion of seeds and plants from patentability. Contrary to what was falsely
claimed by Christi Dixon, a spokeswoman for Monsanto, who said in an e-mail that the application was
withdrawn because of ‘regulatory uncertainties and ongoing discussions’, there is no regulatory uncertainty. It is just
that our laws do not suit Monsanto’s seed monopoly aims.
Second, Monsanto and its spokespeople claim their GMO Bt seeds have increased yields and cotton production by
controlling pests. This too is false. Bt cotton is now resistant to bollworm which it was supposed to control.
New pests like Whitefly have devastated the cotton crop in Punjab. Bt cotton area has dropped by 27 per cent from
10.3 lakh hectares in the 2015-16 crop year (July-June) to 7.56 lakh hectares in the 2016-17 crop year because of the
failure of Bt cotton to control pests.
Maharashtra and Telangana also saw a reduction of cotton sowing from 87.83 lakh hectares to 67.88 lakh hectares.
The national cotton acreage has come down by 8 per cent from 128 lakh hectare to 118 lakh hectare between 2014-15
to 2015-16, as revealed by the latest Cotton Corporation of India statistics.
A third totally false claim is that the Roundup Ready trait would help overcome the bollworm resistance that has
emerged in Bollard II. As Mayank Bhardwaj writes in Mint: ‘Bollgard II Roundup Ready Flex would have been the first
technological breakthrough since the launch of Bollgard II, potentially pushing up crop yields at a time when some
farmers have said the existing variety was losing its effectiveness. Bollgard II, introduced in 2006, is slowly becoming
vulnerable to bollworms, experts say, and, as any technology, has a limited shelf life.’
These are scientifically fraudulent and misleading statements. If emergence of pest resistance is the problem, spraying
Roundup won’t solve it. Herbicides are supposed to kill weeds, not pests. And Monsanto’s Roundup Ready crops are
failing in controlling weeds also. Instead they have led to super weeds resistant to Roundup, just like bollworm has
become a super pest resistant to Bt.
But the most outrageous phrase is that seeds have a ‘limited shelf life’. True seed is Bija – that which rises again and
again and again. Our seeds have evolved for 10,000 years. Living seed does not have a ‘limited shelf’. Otherwise, we
would have starved to death as a species centuries ago. Seeds are called heritage and heirloom seeds because they
don’t have a limited shelf life like Monsanto’s GMO seeds. Living seed does not
become obsolete. It renews. It has the potential to live and evolve forever through
dynamic change, including contributions of farmers breeding. And as our three
decades of work in Navdanya shows, living seeds have more nutrition, higher overall
food output, more resilience to pests and diseases, and to climate change. Monsanto
does not just force farmers to buy seed every year to collect royalties, it also owns the
patent for the ‘terminator technology’ to create sterile seed. This technology has been
stopped from commercialisation by the UN Convention on Biodiversity. Cont. on page 7
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NATIONAL JUSTICE & PEACE CONFERENCE 2016
Justice, Power and Responsibility: How Can Democracy Work for the Common Good?
Talks from the keynote speakers are available at:
Jon Cruddas MP : https://vimeo.com/175571270 Jon believes that justice is concerned with striving for a
more ‘virtuous’ model of society, in which the essential elements of compassion, wisdom, integrity, humility,
prudence and righteousness are all important.
Takura Gwatinyanya: https://vimeo.com/175581179 Takura is programme manager with Caritas Harare,
Zimbabwe, and spoke from his own experience of working to empower communities and foster the common
good in the developing world.
Polly Jones: https://vimeo.com/175580762 Polly was head of policy and campaigns at Global Justice Now,
and stated that ‘trade is at the top of the political agenda’ and believes that the common good is watered
down by trade negotiations.
Jenny Sinclair: https://vimeo.com/175580769 Jenny is founder and director of “Together for the Common
Good” and emphasised the importance of ‘right relationships’ the need for working together and keeping
‘channels of conversations/dialogue open, working with, not doing to’.
Speaker tour: Monsanto on trial
Photos and testimony from the battle against global food corporations
This October, seed and pesticide corporation Monsanto is facing an international court in
The Hague. While this is just a symbolic people’s court, the witnesses and judges are real.
Witnesses from across the globe have been called because they have suffered human rights
abuses, threats to their communities and destruction of their environment.
Come and hear from one of these witnesses, Farida Akhter, who is touring around the UK
before travelling to the Hague for the tribunal. Farida is a Bangladeshi economist and
founder of biggest collection of community seed banks in the world.
Global Justice Now has commissioned photo journalist Jordi Cirera to create a photo exhibition by visiting some of these witnesses in India and Bangladesh.
His photos tell the stories of farmers who are fighting Monsanto to work out an
alternative model of farming.
Tour dates in the north:
Leeds 10th October Woodhouse Community Centre, 197 Woodhouse street, Leeds, S6 2NY 18:30
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monsanto-on-trial-leeds-tickets-27610333250
Manchester 11th October University of Manchester Students' Union, Oxford Rd, Manchester M13 9PR 18:30
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monsanto-on-tour-manchester-tickets-27610893927

Information and links can be found at:

Stop Bayer's takeover of Monsanto
Chemical and pharmaceutical company Bayer confirmed its takeover of seed and
chemical giant Monsanto – a deal that will be a disaster for the world's food system.
It will mean that a single mega-agribusiness would become the world's biggest seeds
and pesticide company, putting it firmly in control of the world's farming inputs.
But we can still stop this. Please call on anti-competition regulators to prevent this.
http://www.globaljustice.org.uk/campaigns/food

Cont. from p.6 When the Government regulates seed prices, and clarifies India’s patent law that excludes seeds and
plants from patentability Monsanto tries to threaten the government by saying it is withdrawing a new GMO Bt cotton
seed Bollgard II Roundup Ready Flex which contains 2 Bt toxin genes and a gene for resistance to Monsanto’s herbicide. Roundup Ready crops are resistant to Roundup, so Monsanto can sell more Roundup as well as
collect royalties from seeds it would like to patent. We cannot allow a corporation which has no understanding of
biodiversity or what a seed is, but only knows how to extract royalties from farmers and create a monopoly control
over our seed supply through its illegal, unscientific attempts at patent on seed.
Seed freedom is our birthright. To defend our seed sovereignty and food sovereignty, we must compel Monsanto
to Quit India, like we compelled the British 70 years ago.
Vandana Shiva is a scholar, environmental activist and anti-globalization author. She spoke at the One Earth One Humanity Future festival in September
Her talk, text and audio, at the NJPN Conference in 2010 are available at:
http://www.lancasterfaithandjustice.co.uk/download/environmental-issues-celebrating-creation/our-daily-bread-food-security-people-planet/
7

“Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission” Initiative
We are launching the “Morecambe Bay Poverty Truth Commission” initiative and the organiser of Leeds
Poverty Truth Commission is in Lancaster on 11th October. The key idea is to bring together those who
provide services to relieve poverty ( known as 'commissioners') with those who experience poverty (known
as 'experts') in a fresh way enabling genuine listening and communication to happen.
If you would like to meet him please get in touch.
Sue Mitchell, Acting co-ordinator.
sue@2mt.org.uk; tel. 01524 701660; mob. 07710288503 Richardson Institute at Lancaster University
What is a POVERTY TRUTH COMMISSION?
The POVERTY TRUTH COMMISSION started in Scotland, grew there and in Leeds, and now further. Please
see Leeds PTC intro film <http://www.leedspovertytruth.org.uk/>
It is based in the learning from post-apartheid peace building in South Africa, with its key theme
NOTHING ABOUT US, WITHOUT US, IS FOR US.
It facilitates meaningful conversations and otherwise unusual relationships between commissioners, who are
those experienced in social, economic and political provision and those who are experts through experience
of poverty.
It focuses on deep listening skills and stories. Research shows that a story approach and listening relationships are essential to bring about lasting individual, social and cultural change.
It is a local initiative where the learning and practice of other commissions can be used and applied as a
wider relational resource.
We now have an opportunity in Morecambe Bay to develop a commission, with seed funding. The Critical
Thinking Group of the Richardson Institute for Peace Studies at the University of Lancaster has endorsed the
proposal to launch it.
PHASE 1: START UP We now invite interested and enthusiastic people to offer to join our START UP GROUP.
Please be in touch with me asap if you already know you want to be involved!
Sue Mitchell, Acting co-ordinator. sue@2mt.org.uk; tel. 01524 701660; mob. 07710288503

CHURCH OF THE POOR?
CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY'S ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Saturday 19 November 2016 10am – 4pm
Cross Street Chapel, Manchester
Prayers and shared worship; building a church of the poor: inspiring stories from churches, projects & people
with lived experience; roundtable conversations and discussions – share your own experiences and ideas;
speakers exploring the challenges and opportunities for a church of the poor; panel discussions.
Churches in the UK often deliver social action that tackles the effects of poverty.
But how often do we go beyond charity to solidarity?
Are we building communities that genuinely welcome everyone and put the poorest first?
Are we challenging the root causes of poverty and injustice?
Pope Francis has challenged Christians to build “a poor church, for the poor”, and churches are responding
with renewed vigour. Join the conversation at our conference: what does it mean to be ‘a poor Church, for
the poor’ and how can we build that Church?
Book your place now! http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/conference
Or call 0161 872 9294 if you would prefer not to book online
www.church-poverty.org.uk
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MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES AT HEART OF POPE'S NEW MOTU PROPRIO
Pope Francis has created a new Dicastery to better minister to the needs of the men and women the Church
is called to serve. The new 'Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development' was instituted in a Motu
Proprio published on 17 August and will come into effect as from 1 January 2017 and will be especially
"competent in issues regarding migrants, those in need, the sick, the excluded and marginalised, the
imprisoned and the unemployed, as well as victims of armed conflict, natural disasters, and all forms of
slavery and torture."
On that same date, four Pontifical Councils dedicated to charity & to the promotion of human development
will cease to exist and effectively be incorporated into the new institution. The Pope has appointed Cardinal
Peter Turkson as Prefect of the new dicastery. Cardinal Turkson is the current President of the Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace - one of those destined to be disbanded. One of the sections of the new
dicastery is an expression of the Pope's particular concern for refugees and migrants and of his deep belief
that in today's world integral human development cannot be promoted without special attention for the
phenomenon of migration.
Read the full text of Pope Francis' Motu Proprio here: http://www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=30827

Seeking Sanctuary 26 September 2016
CALAIS: Closure Looms - Our Christmas Appeal & Calls for Action
http://seekingsanctuary.weebly.com/
The main informal (“Jungle”) camp is now scheduled to be removed during October, but the people will still be in need
somewhere in France. In addition, about 2000 may remain for a while in official shelters in Calais and certainly about
1500 more in the Grande Synthe camp near Dunkirk, not to mention those who "fade away" locally.
It's going to be a tough and emotional few weeks: so we all need to pull together to make sure we get huge amounts of
aid ready to help people as they move to official dispersal centres or to informal squats and small local camps. We need
to remember that these could well be in isolated places which will be hard to reach for volunteers and NGOs.
At the moment we can only guess at who will go where and what they will need, but people on the ground are making
educated guesses and more news will arrive in the coming weeks. At the moment, warm sleeping bags are a priority
because some folk are already leaving, intending to sleep rough in the area from Calais to the Belgian border. You can
buy them here for free delivery to Calais; www.leisurefayre.com/section.…/86100/1/help_refugees or collect or buy
yourself and send them across. Rucksacks, wheeled suitcases and tents (portable, but warm) are also a top priority. Pots
and pans will also be appreciated, so that people are able to cook their own food when scarce resources permit. (And the
usual items of clothing, food and equipment are still needed while “business as usual” continues.)
At Christmas many will want to support the Calais migrants, wherever they are dispersed to. We plan to repeat last
year's initiative – 'Little bags of love and hope'. Typical contents should include some of the following (suitable for the
young men): a wind-up torch (or torch plus spare batteries), deodorant, scarf, hat, gloves (fabric or leather – not knitted)
and a small pack of nuts or dried fruit. If your parish or community would like to take part, please let us know by emailing
migrantsupport@aol.com or calling 07887 651117.
Please don't send unhealthy sweets; and don't use Christmas wrapping or mention the Christian festival in greetings –
most recipients will be Muslim, just make things generically festive, perhaps expressing hope for better times in 2017.
Gifts for Northern France should be mainly for teenage-to-twenties young men, so please don't include teddy bears and
cosmetics! Despite the "bags" in the title, you can pack in boxes, bags or parcels, as is most convenient. Keep your words
simple, as few recipients will be accustomed to reading our Western alphabet.
We also intend to have a Christmas Card ready shortly, featuring a beautiful picture of the Madonna and Child painted
earlier this year by an Eritrean artist in the jungle (see attached). All proceeds will be for the Calais appeal and the
maintenance of the Eritrean Church. Please let us know if you are interested in these – and we will send you further
details when they are available. The price will be £3.50 for ten cards, plus postage.
We've added a list of some current relevant petitions to the website, along with a report on an interview on Premier Radio and a link to the excellent detailed proposals from Citizens-UK about working for the rapid safe transfer to the UK of
vulnerable unaccompanied children and young people.
Phil + Ben http://seekingsanctuary.weebly.com/
Attached to the newsletter: “Reflections on Visit to Calais 2nd September 2016” by Fr Dominic Howarth
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Cumbria Churches Dementia Conference:
Saturday 19 November from 10am to 3.30pm
at Carver Uniting Church, Lake Road, Windermere, LA23 2DB .
Speakers will include Bishop James Newcome: Dementia & Faith
Dr Elizabeth Anderson, Dementia Adviser for the Diocese of Leeds: What is dementia?
Dr Doug Brown, Director of Research & Development for Alzheimer's Society: When will there be a cure?
Dr Daphne Wallace, a retired consultant old age psychiatrist: Living with dementia
organised by the CTiC Dementia Reference Group & chaired by Dementia Coordinator, David Richardson.
It is open to all, and will give opportunity both to consider the challenges and opportunities of the
churches’ ministry to people affected by dementia and also to share news of progress being made towards
CTiC’s goal of ‘making every church in Cumbria dementia-friendly by 2020’.
The conference will hear from some of the ‘Dementia Enablers’ in the county who will report on action
being taken in their local churches. Tea and coffee will be provided, but please bring your own lunch.
To reserve places for the conference, please contact the Secretary to the Dementia Reference Group,
Margaret Irving: margaret.irving@alzheimers.org.uk; 07540 920829.
The Climate Coalition for the Speak Up week of action across the UK. Rather
than a lobby of Parliament in London, the focus this year is on exciting local
events to which you can invite your local MP.
Could your church or Churches Together group organise an event?
Ideas include a film show, a nature walk, a tea party or a service, but you might
have lots of others; be creative! Don’t forget to invite your MP early as their
diaries get full up. They are more likely to be able to come if you schedule your
event at a weekend. There is an interactive webpage to register your own local
event or see if there are any events happening in your constituency.
CAFOD have all sorts of great ideas for organising an event during this week 8th-16th October.
Find out more:- http://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/One-Climate-One-World/Speak-Up-week-of-action

Good Money Week, 30th October - 5th November 2016,
an opportunity to ensure those you trust with your money are looking after
it well and using it in ways that benefit society and protect the environment.
What do you mean by
‘good money’?
Ethical investment’, ‘socially responsible
investment’, ‘sustainable finance',
‘ethical banking’….. we are talking about
all these things when we say
'Good Money'.

Whatever you want to call it,
we simply mean thinking
about the social and/or
environmental impact of your
money whether it's in a bank
account, investment, ISA,
and/or pension fund.

For information and action ideas http://goodmoneyweek.com/take-action
10

Boarbank Hall Events 2016 Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands Cumbria LA11 7NH
Autumn Break “Faith & the Arts II” 7th –11th November All Welcome
Healthcare Retreat 2nd-4th December
For more information www.boarbankhall.org.uk/events

Readings in Ordinary Time
GLOBAL TEACHER AWARD Level 1
Monday 28th October 9.30 – 3.30 pm
Prayer, reflection and discussion with
Cornerstone, Sulyard Street, Lancaster
Dympna Magee and Fr Joe Smith
FREE with GLP E-credits Eligible for Global Learning
Saturday 15 October 2016 10.00am – 4.00pm
Programme E-credits
Cornerstones, Dalton Square, Lancaster
Led by Gisela Renolds, the course is designed for
Primary,
secondary school teachers and Governors
Please bring a Bible and a packed lunch.
Please contact g.renolds@globallink.org.uk or 01524
To book please email
36201 to discuss your requirements.
anne.foley@blueyonder.co.uk.
www.globallink.org.uk
or phone 01772 555483
Youth Vigil
ACTA aims to encourage dialogue at all levels in
the Church we love and to grow in our
To mark the Year of Mercy
relationship with Jesus through an exploration of
at the Cathedral, Lancaster
the Sacred Scriptures and the riches of Vatican II.
For more information about ACTA go to
4th NOVEMBER: 7.30-9.00pm
A Call to Action

www.acalltoaction.org.uk

An introduction to Catholic Social Teaching
Wednesday, October 13th
7.00 – 8.30
St Bede’s
598 Preston Rd,
Clayton-le-Woods Chorley
PR6 7EB
A talk by Steve Atherton,
the J&P fieldworker for the Archdiocese
For more information ring:
0151 522 1080 or 01772 335209

Aid to the Church in Need
Annual NW Event
7:30pm 11th October
St Columba's Church, Chester CH2 1SA.
Retiring collection for ACN's work with the
Persecuted Church. Invited speakers
include Archbishop Sebastian Shaw of
Lahore, Pakistan and Sister Annie
Demerjian from Aleppo, Syria.
Please join us and Bishop Mark Davies for
an evening of talks about the persecution of
Christians around the world and ACN's work
to help them.
T:07815 538425 E:caroline.hull@acnuk.org
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Interfaith Week 13th – 20th November 2016

UNIVERSITIES FOR SALE?

http://www.interfaithweek.org/

THE INFLUENCE OF THE ARMS, FOSSIL FUELS AND

Talk on Interfaith by Monsignor Francis Slattery
on Thursday 17th November 11am - 1.15pm
At the Quaker Friends Meeting House,
Stramongate, Kendal, Cumbria LA9 4BH
Organised by
South Lakeland Equality and Diversity Partnership

OTHER INDUSTRIES
Scientist for Global Responsibility

http://www.southlakeland.gov.uk/council-business/equality-and-diversity/

Conference & AGM
SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER; 10.30 – 16.45
THE GALLERY • ALAN BAXTER LTD • 77 COWCROSS
STREET • LONDON EC1M 6EL
For more information on speakers and SGR

All welcome Free - donations welcome
Further information from sledp@gmail.com

http://www.sgr.org.uk/sites/sgr.org.uk/files/
SGRconf2016-programme.pdf

Welcoming the Stranger – A Guide is intended for churches and other groups to help them find a way to
respond positively to the refugee crisis. With easy to read sections and important factual information the
guide busts myths that have grown up to describe this national and global crisis. Importantly the document
offers clear guidance and support to help church communities, and others, offer practical help as they seek
to welcome the stranger.
From Liverpool Justice & Peace Commission in conjunction with other church leaders
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/userfiles/files/Justice_and_Peace/aguide-welcomethestranger.pdf
Copy sent to all parishes more copies available from F&J office
Links to other resources available from
http://churchestogethercumbria.co.uk/component/content/article/709-ctic-refugee-support.html

"East meets West, women together in Lancaster".
Formed in 2006 "East meets West" aims to bring together women living in Lancaster who have different cultural backgrounds, with the aims of facilitating contact, friendships, and an enriched perspective on life.
Activities have included cookery, embroidery, healthy living projects, as well as parties and outings.
Contact " eastmeetswest6@gmail.com" or 0776762891 Hilary Hopwood / 07766253341 Banu Patel co chair.
Together Lancashire have been developing maps of
churches with activities that support their
communities. So far there are maps for
Blackpool https://www.cuf.org.uk/blackpool
and Preston https://www.cuf.org.uk/preston
Journeys to Justice
–Walking in the light of the Gospel:
A conference by Caritas, Salford,
CAFOD & the Justice & Peace Association
at Holy Cross College, Bury.
Saturday 8thOctober 2016 11 am –4:00pm
Speakers:
Susy Brouard (CAFOD) and Fr Chris Gorton (Salford).
Workshops, stalls.
Bring your own lunch. Tea and coffee provided.
Register at: https://www.evenbrite.co.uk/e/journeysto-justice-tickets-26720129627
Enquiries to comms@caritassalford.org.uk or phone
0161 817 2250
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Events & Opportunities for Awareness Raising
1Sept –4th Oct Creation Time: CTBI 02076547254 www.ctbi.org.uk
1 – 8 October

National Drone Week of Action with theme Out of sight, Out of mind, Out of control. Help
raise awareness of growing use of armed drones today. Resources here
https://dronecampaignnetwork.wordpress.com/

7th October

Harvest Fast Day www.cafod.org.uk

8th October

Journeys to Justice – Walking in the light of the Gospel: A conference by Caritas, Salford,
CAFOD and the Justice and Peace Association at Holy Cross College, Bury. See p.10

8-16 October

Climate Coalition Week of Action www.weekofaction.org.uk

11th October

ACN Annual NW Event St Columba's Church, Chester CH2 1SA 7:30pm see p.10

13th October
14-15 October

An introduction to Catholic Social Teaching 7.00 – 8.30 St Bede’s , Chorley PR6 7EB
Peace History Conference Conscience and Conscription: Resistance to War 1916-2016
www.abolishwar.org.uk

15th October

“Readings in Ordinary Time” ACTA Cornerstones Lancaster see p.9

22nd October

Our Common Home: environmental issues in the North West see p.1&2

23-30 October

One World Week 2016 – Including You – Acting together for One World in Peace on
area of migration and asylum seekers.http://www.oneworldweek.org/v2/

29th October

Come and See Conference. Speakers: Lord David Alton & Steve Atherton 10-4
Irenaeus project, Liverpool. Venue not confirmed. For info: 0151 525 6191

30 -5 November Good Money Week. http://goodmoneyweek.com/take-action
4th November

Rutilio, Romero and Francis: martyrs for the faith’ This year’s Romero Trust Annual
Lecture is given by Fr Rodolpho Cardenal SJ. Hosted jointly by Lancaster F&J and Liverpool
J&P St Wilfrid’s Chapel St Preston PR1 8BU 7-9pm

4th November

Year of Mercy Youth Vigil, the Cathedral, Lancaster 7:30pm-9:00pm

5th November

CAFOD Lancaster Annual Memorial Mass 6.30pm Vigil Mass St Bernadette’s Catholic
Church, 120 Bowerham Road, Lancaster LA1 4HT

9th November

Prisons Sunday

9-15 November Prisons Week of Prayer. For prayers for each day see: www.prisonsweek.org
13-20 November National Interfaith Week 2016
17th November Interfaith talk by Monsignor Slattery 11am Quakers Meeting House Kendal
19th November “Dementia Friendly Churches” Conference Windermere see p.1 & 9
26th November CAFOD Campaigns Retreat Day 10am – 4pm Our Lady & St Edward’s Parish Centre,
Malborough Drive, Fulwood, Preston PR2 9UE to book contact Patrick T:01772733310 or
Email: Lancaster@cafod.org.uk
8th December

Service of worship, witness and solidarity for victims and survivors of domestic abuse:
St. Andrew’s Church, Penrith. 2pm. This service is part of CTiC’s project to raise awareness
of domestic abuse and support those who suffer from it. All are welcome.
Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission
St Bernadette’s Parish House Bowerham Road Lancaster LA1 4HT
Email:lfjc@talktalk.net Tel:01524 383081
www.lancasterfaithandjustice.co.uk
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