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The  Ecumenical Development Officer
Churches Together in Lancashire
 

The Rectory
Church Walk
Morecambe
LA4 5PR

Tel: 07806 643097

Email: debbie.peatman@ctlancashire.org.uk
7th December, 2009
Dear Churches Together in       
Welcome to the first of our new style CTL mailings! From now on, electronic mailings like this should be going out to all our CT groups and LEPs roughly once a quarter. I hope they’ll be a help in the ongoing task of keeping us in touch across the county, and enabling us to support and share with one another.

2009 has been a time of huge transition for CTL. A major Review (2008), resulting in the closure of our Blackburn office, and the appointment of 2 new Officers both working from home, have led us radically to rethink our vision, purpose and way of working. We are excited about what the future holds for all our partner denominations, and we long to see that future being worked out together as we share in mission at local level.

We are currently in the process of moving towards registration as a Charity, and work is beginning on the preparation of the necessary new legal constitution which will comply with the Charity Commissioners’ requirements. Alongside that, however, we have been working on finding a clearer and simpler way to order our life together at county level. I’m attaching the paper A Way Forward for CTL which outlines the changes we are now implementing. If you have any questions or comments about its contents, please do get in touch.

Communication is a vital part of CTL’s role in supporting Lancashire’s churches. Our website at www.ctlancashire.org.uk is one of our key tools in disseminating information and news around the county; please do visit, and send us in your news to share! My next task is to get a blog operating in parallel to the website, which I hope will free up the channels of communication still further.

While I realise that not everyone has access to electronic communication, our world is certainly moving in that direction; and if we are to have any hope of engaging the next generation in the work of Churches Together, this is the realm in which we will, increasingly, need to operate. In addition, CTL no longer has an office or administrative assistant, which means a paper - heavy way of working is no longer feasible.  We will therefore no longer be sending out paper mailings for distribution, except to groups where we cannot find an email contact. 
The contact person I have for your group is ………… . If that information needs to be updated, please let me know asap. My hope is that the contact person will cascade the mailing to all the congregational reps in their group, who in turn should ensure that anything of interest is communicated to their churches, through parish magazines, notices on boards, verbal announcements, etc. If we all keep the chain of communication going, no one should get left out of the loop!

Thank you for all that your group is doing to keep the work of Churches Together alive on the ground. I, like our other officers, am always delighted to receive invitations to visit local groups, and to resource and support you in any way I can. As you’ll see from the items in this mailing, 2010 is a milestone year for the Ecumenical movement, and we already have some plans underway to celebrate at county level. I look forward to working with you all over the coming months.

With all good wishes,

Debbie  
Debbie Peatman

County Ecumenical Development Officer
