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opportunities     

 

Together Lancashire's Sanctuary Homes Project (www.facebook.com/LancashireSanctuaryHomesProject/) 

has just begun a partnership with the national organisation, Refugees at Home (www.refugeesathome.org) 

with the aim of providing hospitality for refugees and asylum-seekers in the county who would otherwise 

become homeless.  We are looking for volunteers from local churches and faith groups, City of Sanctuary 

networks and community groups who have a spare room in their home which you might make available, 

rent free, for someone in need. This might be just for a week or so or it could be much longer, but you are 

in control and can specify in advance the limits of your commitment. We know that having a guest in your 

home and family can be challenging and our scheme will provide ongoing support to you and your guest in 

order to find a long term solution to their housing and other needs. 

Before a placement is made we will arrange a visit to your home to check the arrangements are suitable 

and to talk through the way things would work. At the moment, we don't know how great the demand will 

be, so we can't be sure whether or when we will need to take you up on your offer of hospitality. It may be 

possible to offer some small expenses to cover essential costs you incur. 

There is more information about the need and the project in the attached leaflet.  

If you would like to explore the possibility of becoming a volunteer host please go to the Refugees at Home 

(www.refugeesathome.org) website where there is more information. There you can register your interest 

as a volunteer host, sign up to visit and assess potential hosts or volunteer in other administrative roles. 

If you don't feel able to open your own home or to volunteer you can help support the work by making a 

donation, or raising money through collections or sponsored events. Together Lancashire will be launching 

a special fund and appeal for this work in the next few weeks. 

We are also looking for people who have empty properties that could be made available free of charge or 

at a very low rent in order to provide managed and supported housing for homeless sanctuary seekers. 

If you want to know more or would like someone to come and speak to a meeting of your church or group 

about the work please contact Lisa Norcross (Together Lancashire Development Co-ordinator for the     

Lancashire Sanctuary Homes Project) on togetherlancashirelisa@gmail.com or T: 07855287344 

or  Greg Smith on greg.smith@together-lancashire.org.uk or T: 0772617704 
 

See report on  Sanctuary Lancashire Conference 2018 p.8  Or download report at:  

https://btcloud.bt.com/web/app/share/invite/PODREVyUhW 

Fr Hugh Pollock, parish priest in Kendal and chair of the Lancaster          

Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission is in Poland as part of the CAFOD 

delegation. On Sunday he spoke to Joe Wilson of BBC Radio Lancashire 

from Poland and it can be heard at : 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p06r5fxr  (1 hour 10 minutes in)  

 

 It is inspiring please take time to listen   
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UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR DAMNING REPORT ON UK POVERTY                                                                           
In a press conference and written report, Professor Philip Alston, United Nations Special Rapporteur on  extreme poverty 

and human rights, has pulled no punches in his assessment of the UK’s treatment of those in poverty.                                                                               
The UK is the world’s fifth largest economy, it contains many areas of immense wealth, its capital is a leading 
centre of global finance, its entrepreneurs are innovative and agile, and despite the current political turmoil, 
it has a system of government that rightly remains the envy of much of the world.  It thus seems patently 
unjust and contrary to British values that so many people are living in poverty.  This is obvious to anyone 
who opens their eyes to see the immense growth in food banks and the queues waiting outside them, the 
people sleeping rough in the streets, the growth of homelessness, the sense of deep despair that leads even 
the Government to appoint a Minister for suicide prevention and civil society to report in depth on unheard 
of levels of loneliness and isolation.  And local authorities, especially in England, which perform vital roles in 
providing a real social safety net have been gutted by a series of government policies.  Libraries have closed 
in record numbers, community and youth centres have been shrunk and underfunded, public spaces and 
buildings including parks and recreation centers have been sold off.  While the labour and housing markets 
provide the crucial backdrop, the focus of this report is on the contribution made by social security and     
related policies. 

Read on  https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Poverty/EOM_GB_16Nov2018.pdf 

Eight years of government cutbacks have caused a return of destitution in the UK. Increasing numbers of 
people are unable to afford housing, food, hygiene products, electricity and heating. In response,  food banks 
have become a major institution, but government cuts to charitable grants mean that the rest of the charita-
ble sector is falling under the weight of need. 
Many Christians rightly want to respond. But others say that their responsibility ends with the paying of their 
taxes. Some complain that the welfare state has destroyed community and so they want the State to pull 
back and reduce taxes.  
But the State has pulled back and has cut taxes, without a commensurate rise in Christian giving. 
How should Christians respond to austerity? Should we be calling on Christians to step up and take direct 
responsibility for community and the ending of poverty? Is there any role for the State in ending poverty, 
and if there is do Christians play any part in achieving State action? 
In God’s plans for Israel, he made provision for both charity and dignity. The laws on redemption saw land, 
possessions and wealth restored to poor people as of right; the laws on gleaning and servitude meant that 
there was always decent work available to poor people, again as of right. These laws – to be created and 
maintained by the State – ensured dignity for all people. The State bears a God-given responsibility for basic 
rights and dignity of people under its rule. Direct charity by individuals does not let the State off the hook, 
because charity does not provide the basic dignity that God expects for all people. But State provision does 
not let individuals off the hook for direct charity either. God still required his people as individuals to give 
generously to those in need. 
The reason for this, I think, is two-fold. Firstly, the State can provide access to all that people need, but the 
people who most need it will tend to go unseen by the State, because they are not accessing State support. 
There will always be a need for Christians to deliberately seek those who otherwise go unseen. Even better 
would be for Christians to already be there, to already be friends before a crisis comes. 
Secondly, we are social animals. We have needs that go beyond the physical and material. The State can’t 
provide this because true friendships are based on two people choosing to spend time together. The need 
for free choice makes it impossible for any State structure to provide true companionship. Even the charities 
that provide befriending services don’t fully replicate friendship. 
Christians as individuals must be doing what Jesus did: leaving their wealth and privilege to live amongst the 
poor and needy, to be there when help is needed, to be charitable by being community.  And 
Christians as a body should be working to see good government: government that  provides access 
to decent houses and decent jobs, so that everyone has the opportunity  to provide for them-
selves as far as they can rather than being dependent on the chance  good-will and whims of the 
better-off.  Stef Benstead is a disability and social security researcher. Her new book Second Class Citizens is coming soon 

Christian responses to poverty: community not charity 
Posted on 5 December 2018 by Church Action on Poverty  

In November 2018, Church Action on Poverty and our partners at ‘Life on the 

Breadline’ held a National Poverty Consultation in Manchester, drawing together 

many people in the churches who are involved in tackling poverty and injustice. At 

an opening panel on ‘Church of the Poor’, campaigner Stef Benstead shared these 

thoughts on Christian responses to poverty.  



3 

Can we cut carbon emissions by 45% by 2030?  

Of course we can! 
 

At the Paris climate change summit (CoP 21) in 2015, the 195 nations who attended agreed a target of    

keeping global warming to 2
o
C below pre-industrial levels and as far as possible below that figure.               

The Intergovernmental Panel on   Climate Change (IPCC) was commissioned to study the implications of 

meeting a 2
o
C target versus a 1.5

o
C target.  

Its report http://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/ was published in mid-October, in time to inform the discussions 

at the CoP 24 climate summit to be held in Poland in December. 

The IPCC report describes how much more serious it will be if the world warms by 2
o
C rather than by 1.5

o
C . 

We don’t have a lot of leeway because we have already warmed the earth by 1.1
o
C so meeting a 1.5

o
C       

target means not allowing the earth to warm by only a further 0.4
o
C.  As a result the actions IPCC says that 

we need to take appear to be really drastic, a 45% cut in carbon emissions by 2030 and net carbon neutrality 

by 2050. 

Whilst achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 will require huge shifts of resources and overcoming significant 

technical challenges (some have compared the effort required to that of fighting a world war), I would      

suggest that achieving the 45% reduction is much more of a societal issue and could be readily achieved 

through what Pope Francis terms “ecological conversion”. 

The huge danger that we face is that people will look at the 45% reduction figure and throw up their hands in 

horror.  My thesis is that the 45% probably represents the wastage created by our lazy and self-indulgent 

lifestyles. Thus not only is 45% readily achievable, but also our quality of like is likely to be better as a result. 

So before we even think about    renewables (which are absolutely essential), we must think about cutting 

waste.  

I will give three examples: 

Transport:   We can make significant reductions by cutting the number of cars overall and particularly 

those greater than 1.6 litres, (a size entirely adequate for Britain’s roads). Enforcing motorway speed limits, 

Increasing fuel taxes and using the money to invest in providing positive alternatives to car use so that     

people can make positive choices on    alternatives to car use. The Government is quite happy to spend £100 

million on a few miles of bypass, but much less so on supporting cycling or making improvements to public 

transport. The collateral benefit of reducing vehicle use is  better health. It would also be better for those 

whose road journeys are unavoidable as there would be fewer jams. 

Much air travel is pure indulgence and completely avoidable. (“I do because I can”). Add to that the fact that 

mass    tourism often damages the very places that people go to see. A particular irony is that the very 

beaches that people fly out to lie on will disappear under the rising seas and the ski resorts will lose their 

snow. A bigger problem in limiting aviation is that many people now live thousands of miles from their   

birthplace and the most convenient way to visit family is often by air. Furthermore, there is likely to remain a 

need for political, business and cultural travel. I took the decision over 30 years ago to avoid flying. I do not 

feel in the least deprived 

Food.   There are immediate gains from tacking the 30% of wasted food, much of which ends up in 

landfill as a source of methane. Talking of methane, the rest of the cuts related to food could be achieved by 

halving meat consumption.  Besides the methane emissions from ruminants, poultry and pigs are fed soya,         

demand for which leads to rainforest destruction.  Given that processed and red meats are now considered 

to be carcinogenic, the health benefits are   obvious. Land freed up can be used for more sustainable         

agriculture or forestry. 

In the home.   The good news is that the introduction of low-energy lighting, high-efficiency boilers etc.    

coupled with messages such as switching off appliances has led to significant reductions in electricity         

demand – so it can be done! However, we are still immensely profligate with energy in our homes, many of 

which remain poorly-insulated and draughty. Furthermore, many are heated 24 hours per day to               

temperatures suitable for shirtsleeves. The same goes for most offices. Many homes and workplaces could 

cut the temperature by up to 3
o
C if people were prepared to wear jumpers - it’s a cultural thing.  

Continue page 4 
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Action we can make 
 

We are currently celebrating the 10
th

 anniversary of the Climate Change Act - a ground-breaking and world-

leading piece of legislation of which our nation can be justly proud. Unfortunately, in the 10 years since the 

Act, a general inertia in tackling CO2 emissions both nationally and internationally has meant that the task 

facing us in respect of limiting global warming is now so much more difficult. 

Whilst much of the action required will be at international and governmental levels, there is a lot that can be 

done by local government, particularly with regard to improving energy efficiency in premises  & to developing 

a transport infrastructure that, in terms of carbon emissions, helps people to make positive choices. 

We can ask our County Council and Town Council how they are reviewing their policies and responding to 

the targets set in the latest IPCC report and how they propose to reduce CO2 emissions in the county 

Specific questions for  County Councillors could include: 

What measures are there to improve the energy efficiency of the authority’s buildings? 

What measures are being taken to work towards a low-carbon transport infrastructure? 

What is .CC’s policy in respect of any investments in fossil fuel companies? 

What plans are there to dispose of investments in such companies and/or invest in companies involved 

in energy conservation or the harvesting of renewable energy? 
Draft letters available at: www.lancasterfaithandjustice/newsletters 

 

Write to your councillors Please urge your councillor to support this work and impress on them the urgency with which 
they need to take bolder, more fundamental action. To find links to your councillor:  
https://climateemergency.uk/blog/declare-a-climate-emergency/ 

See links to “Declare a Climate Emergency” page 12 

The latest UN Climate Change Conference opened in Katowice on 2 December with a plea from Sir David  

Attenborough: "If we don’t take action, the collapse of our civilisations and the extinction of much of the 

natural world is on the horizon." Urging leaders to grasp the scale and urgency of the situation, he added, 

“The world’s people have spoken, time is running out, they want you, the decision-makers, to act now." 

Councils in the UK are following Bristol's example in adopting resolutions declaring a climate emergency. 

Meanwhile, more people are prepared to be arrested during direct action with Extinction Rebellion, 

Following climate change meetings held locally in the summer, South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) has 

made a green pledge.  

Continued from page 3 

Any proposals to reduce carbon will be met with hostility from energy companies, vehicle manufacturers etc 

who will make threats about job losses - whilst they themselves cut huge numbers of jobs through “cost    

savings” during  restructures and takeovers. We must not appease such organisations. 

What we are actually talking about is the redistribution of resources. What we save by deferring a car       

purchase, buying  a smaller model, not flying away for a “city break”, we can spend on things that are more 

beneficial to the planet and provide worthwhile work for somebody else. The TUC has estimated that proper 

investment in managing climate risks could lead to a million jobs. I don’t know how accurate this figure is but 

it is indicative of the potential for alternative employment. 

We certainly can do a lot to cut our own emissions, but we really need action at the economic and political    

level.  

In particular we need the political leadership that says that “this is the most important issue facing us and it 

requires everyone to work together”. Such leadership has been sadly lacking in the UK over the last two 

years of bitter division but the need is ever more urgent. 

A few years ago I was trying to explain the concept of “Live Simply” to an elderly lady. She thought for a   

minute and then said “You mean it’s like going back to living as we did when I was a girl? I said “pretty well, 

yes”. She replied “and we were happy then”. EXACTLY! 

               Dr Stephen Garsed 

Stephen is a member of Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission Environment Group   

and is currently with CAFOD in Poland            
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Our current globalized world began to come into being in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries.  

Christians and the Churches struggled to adapt to this new world, no longer primarily  

rural and agricultural, but increasingly a mass, urban and industrial society. A key aspect  

of this was integrating the struggle for social justice into our understanding, celebration 

and practice of our faith, of what it means to love our neighbour, oppose sin and co-operate with God’s grace. We now 

face an environmental crisis brought on by that urban industrial society. Again, Christians and the Churches have strug-

gled to adapt to and understand God’s call to us in this new moment in history. Pope Francis Encyclical Laudato Si’ has 

marked a key moment in that process among not just Catholics but the wider Christian community, at a critical time in 

human history, which for Christians is also salvation history. 

In the Encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis called us to act to protect and renew the life of the earth, God’s creation. He 

wrote that the earth is our neighbour which is being abused, and is also our mother that provides us with the nourish-

ment and conditions for life that we need. At the 2015 UN Paris Climate Summit, the Vatican pushed for a target to 

keep global temperature increases down to 1.5 degrees above the pre-industrial average. In the first place, to protect 

the poorer and lower lying nations who are the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change, like Bangladesh and 

Burma. At Paris a 2 degree target was agreed with 1.5 degrees an aspiration. Now, in October 2018, the IPCC (Inter 

Governmental Panel on Climate Change) have said the increase must be kept below 1.5 degrees to avoid the damage 

further rises would cause, and the risk of runaway climate change, and the Presidents of the Continental Catholic Bish-

ops Conferences have issued an unprecedented statement calling for “urgent…rapid and radical” change, to meet the 

1.5 degree target. 

Nevertheless, we are crucifying God’s earth, creating ongoing climate change that will cause disasters that, to make a 

massive understatement, would completely undermine any practical good work otherwise done. As a Christian and a 

Passionist, I am called to act in solidarity with the crucified, to witness to God’s sacrificial love for His people and His 

creation. This is why I have been looking into this, and what needs to be done. 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE: WHERE ARE WE? THE BAD NEWS 

I have been studying what various climate scientists and others have been saying. This includes for example Kevin 

Anderson of Manchester University, one of the UK  government’s own climate advisers, and who Andy Burnham 

(Mayor of Manchester and moderate Labour Party politician) invited to speak to a Conference in Manchester. I will 

explain my understanding of mainstream analyses of climate change and its impacts. Things could turn out a bit better, 

or it could be worse. 

My understanding, in a very summarised way, which I will explain briefly, is that we are in a dire global emergency 

with radical change needed urgently. I will explain this belief briefly. 

The 2 degree target agreed at the Paris Climate Summit has now been acknowledged by the IPCC as too high. Even that 

target requires much more rapid action than governments have stated, up till now, to reduce the carbon emissions 

that cause most of the warming. In addition, those emissions are not falling, even in line with currently stated require-

ments. In fact, they are not falling at all. In 2017, they rose by about 1%. The IPCC have now agreed that a 2 degrees 

rise is highly likely to cause extremely dangerous changes in weather patterns. In fact, the 2 degrees target was only 

chosen because it was thought to be a politically achievable agreement, not for scientific reasons. 

Global temperatures have already risen by over 1 degree, and are currently rising by 0.17 degree per decade. This will 

probably speed up as global emissions saw large rises in recent decades, and there is a lag effect between the emis-

sions and the warming. Even if carbon emissions stopped right now, temperatures would continue rising close to the 

1.5 degree target at least, by 2030 to 2050. Worse, the climate could reach a ‘tipping point’ at around 2 degrees rise, 

into ‘runaway climate change’, due to forest fires, melting polar ice, permafrost etc, and associated methane releases, 

such that further increases would be impossible to stop. Just a 2 degrees rise would likely cause massive catastrophes: 

droughts and famines, floods, destruction by hurricanes, massive refugee movements, wars over water, etc. Even with-

out the scenario of ‘runaway climate change’ starting around 2 degrees rise, current economic and energy policies 

point to a world in the range of 3 – 5 degrees warmer by the end of the century, the consequences of which for every-

one would be unimaginably catastrophic. 

All of these predictions are probabilities, and there is a  

range. Outcomes over the last 30 years have been at the  

worst end of the range predicted 30 years ago. Many of the  

most expert climate scientists would say I am being very  

optimistic. Often the truth has not been faced or publicised  

because it is such bad news that it is too much to face, or is  

thought to be so. There has been a fear that denial and  

depression would make people less likely to act.  

But we need to act on the truth.  

Climate Change & the Passion of the Earth: What to do? 
 

Fr Martin Newell CP https://martinnewellcp.wordpress.com/  
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The above summary leads to the conclusion that drastic and urgent action is needed. The words of the 

prophet Ezekiel come to mind: “Repent and live” (18:32). This might seem incredibly bad news that we 

cannot to do anything about. However, I do believe we have the ability to ‘repent and live’. 
 

WHAT CAN WE DO? THE GOOD NEWS: “REPENT AND LIVE”. 

Theoretically, we have the ability to make rapid changes to the economy through a ‘World War 2 style’  

mobilisation of the economy: reducing energy use, installing renewable power, decommissioning fossil fuel 

power plants, retro-fitting housing and heating, replacing fossil fuel transport, changing farming practices, 

etc. It would require a massive political earthquake to create the will for fundamental change in our eco-

nomic system and investments in renewable energy. 

Time is very short. At current rates of global emissions, the pre-Paris IPCC forecast the 1.5 degree carbon 

budget will be used up before 2030. The IPCC now say that globally we need net-zero emissions by 2050. 

As one of the richest countries in the world, and the first to industrialize, the UK has to act much faster. 

People in poorer countries like India and China say ‘you have had your carbon fueled industrialization – 

now we want ours. Why should we change and our poor miss out on development, when you are not    

willing to change and make sacrifices’. So we have to provide an example and show another way is         

possible, by aiming for UK net zero emissions by 2030 at the latest. 

Part of the problem is that the lag effect of emissions makes it hard for us to realise the reality of the crisis 

now. Therefore, action is needed to create a political crisis, to bring the future into the present. This 

sounds impossible. However, research from the last 100 years around the world shows that only 3.5% – 4% 

of the population is needed to commit to civil, nonviolent resistance to create a serious and real political 

crisis. ‘Rising Up’ have a plan to try to create a mass civil resistance movement over the environmental   

crisis, the climate emergency and the crisis of mass species extinctions which human activity is also         

creating. They believe the current economic system needs fundamental change to prevent catastrophe, 

which could even possibly cause human extinction.  

Relatively large scale, nonviolent, protests are planned. Going to prison in a 

large group is judged to be necessary, due to what one of the founders of  

Rising Up calls the ‘mysterious power of voluntary suffering’.  

For Christians this is the redemptive power of the Cross. The plan may not be 

perfect, but it seems to me the best worked out approach there is to try to 

create the needed political crisis and change.  

Did you know that there are plans to  open a deep coal 

mine in Cumbria, this would be the first place in 30 years 

to the UK.  

The proposed undersea coal mine under the beautiful 

coastline at St Bees would be five miles from Sellafield 

and five miles from the planned for new reactors 

(Moorside) at Beckermet.  

There are lots of reasons why this should not happen but 

at a time when we are all concerned about the rising  

temperatures and the effects of climate change on our 

fragile planet, how can this proposal be given                

consideration.   

There is an online petition to Cumbria County Council at  

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/keep-cumbrian-coal-in-the-hole-its-too-near-sellafield 

This will be delivered to the planning meeting at Cumbria County Council offices in Kendal early in the New 

Year - Date tbc. It could be 18 Jan 2019 10.00 am or 22 Feb 2019 10.00 am 

Listen to the input by David Attenborough at the UN Climate Conference on the 3
rd

 December –we do not 

need new coal mines.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-46398057 

For more information, see the 

Rising Up! website at  

https://risingup.org.uk . 
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Catholic Bishops call for common action on the housing crisis 

21st November 2018 

At the Houses of Parliament, Rt Rev Terence Drainey, Bishop of Middlesbrough and Chair of Caritas Social 

Action Network, launched a new report, Abide in Me. The report deepens Catholic social thought on the 

‘housing crisis’ in England and Wales. It calls for co-ordinated action on housing challenges in England and 

Wales from 2018-30, at local, regional and national levels in the social mission of the Church. The twelve-

year timescale is aligned with international Catholic Church engagement on the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals. It reflects the need for a long-term approach to the deep social and economic roots of the crisis. 

The report is the result of a pioneering collaboration between the national team of Caritas Social Action   

Network and the ecumenical Centre for Theology and Community, with its strong local connections in East 

London. Abide in Me addresses the underlying causes of the crisis, through fresh theological reflection, and 

in conversation with people living in different housing situations, charities and experts in various fields. 

Among the causes of the current crisis highlighted are the common treatment of housing and land as         

financial assets, and strong links between modern housing development and increased social isolation. The 

report emphasises the need for the Government and all citizens to address the concentration of the power 

for change in the state and markets. A more sustainable approach would favour more authentic community 

participation in decisions that affect the shape of the places we live in. Bishop Drainey called on politicians to 

use their influence in reforming housing, planning and land regulation, to be at the service of promoting    

human dignity, participation and solidarity in communities, for the long term. He encouraged politicians to 

give greater preference to housing developments that are community-owned and led, and to tackle practices 

in public sector contracting that were reducing the agency of local people: 

‘Charities that have deep social connections in local neighbourhoods have been increasingly forced to     

compete for public funds, often for short-term payments with more strings attached, and against larger,   

remote organisations. This further erodes trust and participation in communities, and the priority of labour 

over capital. I encourage you to take further measures that support local enterprise and the long-term future 

of local amenities.’ 

In conjunction with the report, the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have issued an open letter to    

senior leaders in Catholic charities and related institutions. The bishops encourage these leaders to work  

together, making renewed action on the housing crisis in these parts of the UK a shared priority within the 

Church’s social mission. While there have been earlier reports on homelessness from the Bishops’             

Conference, Abide in Me is believed to be the first dedicated mainly to housing, planning and land. 

The launch took place in Caritas Social Action Network’s (CSAN)  reception in the Houses of Parliament. 
  

 

LINKS: Abide in Me can be downloaded from CSAN's website - www.csan.org.uk 

Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) - www.csan.org.uk/about-csan/ 

Centre for Theology and Community (CTC) - www.theology-centre.org 

Realities are Greater than Ideas can be downloaded from -                 

www.theology-centre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Realities-are-Greater-than-Ideas.pdf 

 

Winter Shelter in Kendal is now open 

Manna House’s Winter Shelter project in Kendal is running for an extended period this year, from 

Monday 19 November to Sunday 10 March.Six different churches in Kendal are offering their    

premises overnight as shelter while teams of volunteers take it in turn to provide an evening meal 

and bed and breakfast to people who would otherwise have to spend the night on the street in the 

coldest months of the year.  

Manna House welcomes your help in several ways. To find out about how you, or your organisa-

tion, could support the Shelter (perhaps by donating camp beds or partnering your church or group 

with a Shelter Team to provide food for one night a week over the 16 weeks),  please   

 email Lois, the Winter Shelter Coordinator at   lois@manna-house.org.uk  or  T:  01539 725534.  
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Sanctuary Lancashire Conference 2018 

Sanctuary conference explores the hostile environment for asylum seekers and migrants . Calls for 

changes to improve the lives of sanctuary seekers and assist their integration into our local communities. 

On Friday 2
nd

 November 140 people attended the 2
nd

 Lancashire Sanctuary conference at County Hall in 

Preston. The conference was organised by Together Lancashire in partnership with the County Council, 

Global Link, Blackburn YMCA, the Children's Society, British Red Cross Refugee Service and the Lancaster RC 

Diocesan Faith and Justice Commission. 

During the morning the participants took part in a role-play simulation exercise devised by Global Link    

Development Education Centre.  They were assigned roles and scenarios typically encountered by those 

seeking sanctuary in this country. The parts of officials in various government departments such as Home 

Office, Police, DWP, Schools and the NHS were played by colleagues, asylum seekers and refugees speaking 

mainly in their own languages rather than English. 

After lunch the Conference divided into four workshop groups looking at issues of housing, education, 

health and employment. Each group was asked to make recommendations for improving the system which 

included: 

Wider and better use of interpretation services by public sector agencies 

Improved funding for the F.E. sector to improve provision of English Language & other appropriate courses 

Giving asylum seekers some rights to employment so that they can support themselves rather than   

living in idleness and poverty. 

Support and funding for schemes to help asylum seekers who have been accepted as refugees in the 

rapid transition from asylum seeker programme housing towards mainstream housing. 

Better training and awareness of these issues and resources available for NHS front line staff, especially 

in fields such as dentistry and mental health. 

 The final plenary session included a presentation of facts and figures on asylum seekers and refugees in 

Lancashire. Over 800 people are currently in the Asylum Seeker programme in Lancashire, many have re-

ceived residence rights and have settled locally while several hundred have arrived as families under the 

Syrian Refugee Resettlement Programme. 

CONTACT  for information about the conference or about issues and policies impacting the lives of asylum seekers and 

refugees in Lancashire: Ed Saville ed.saville@blackburn.anglican.org  Together Lancashire, Diocesan Offices,  

Clayton House, Walker Office Park, Blackburn BB1 2QE Direct dial: 01254 503270    Mobile :  07826 917013 

Report of the conference can be accessed at https://btcloud.bt.com/web/app/share/invite/PODREVyUhW 

Right now, right here in the UK, people seeking refugee status are banned from  

working whilst they wait months, and often years, for a decision on their asylum claim. 
 

Instead, they are left to live on just £5.39 per day, struggling to support themselves and 

their families, whilst the Government wastes the talents of thousands of people. 

We think that’s wrong. We believe that people who have risked everything to find safety 

should have the best chance of contributing to our society and integrating into our    

communities. This means giving people seeking asylum the right to work so that they can 

use their skills and live in dignity. 

The Lift the Ban coalition is working to change this. Together, we believe we can 

#LiftTheBan and ensure that people seeking safety in the UK have the right to work. 

Read our campaign report to find out more about why we should #LiftTheBan. 

http://lifttheban.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Lift-the-Ban-Activism-Pack.pdf 

HOW YOU CAN HELP : Sign our petition to the Home Secretary! You can find the petition here or here. 

https://act.helprefugees.org/help-refugees/lift-the-ban/lift-the-ban/en/ 
 

Over the coming months, the Lift the Ban coalition will be working to convince parliamentarians that change 

is needed. You can help! There are loads of actions you can take to campaign on this issue, from talking to 

your local MP and getting in touch with local media to holding awareness raising events with free ice cream 

and gathering petition signatures. Download the Lift the Ban Activism Pack for information on how you can 

get involved. 

For more information about the campaign and how you can support, contact lifttheban@asylummatters.org. 

http://lifttheban.co.uk/ 
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Peace Sunday 20th  January 2019  

The theme for the 2019 World Peace Day message is timely and pertinent: Good 

politics serves peace. The press announcement from the Vatican states: “Political 

responsibility belongs to every citizen, and in particular to those who have received 

the mandate to protect and govern. This mission consists in safeguarding the law 

and encouraging dialogue between the actors of society, between generations and 

between cultures.  There is no peace without mutual trust. Political commitment - 

which is one of the highest expressions of charity - brings concern for the future of 

life and the planet, of the youngest and the    smallest, in their thirst for fulfilment.”   

Our liturgy resource booklet, prayer card and new leaflet are  available on the website to inspire and          

encourage you to mark the day in your parish. In addition we will post the full message (and extracts), a short 

script for a three-minute talk and other resources on the Peace Sunday page of our website www.paxchristi.org.uk 

The most fruitful out-come from Peace Sunday comes when our supporters organise and take initiatives in 

their own parish! Over to you.  
Making Peace in Britain Today 

 

by Fr Rob Esdaile, Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes, Thames Ditton, Surrey 
 

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this year’s Peace Sunday (20 January 2019) seems amazingly            
appropriate to the situation in England and Wales as we approach Brexit’s March 29 deadline: ‘Good politics 
serves peace’ – and, whatever your view of the 2016 referendum, the last two years of negotiation or the 
current state of play, it is obvious that we need such ‘Good Politics’ right now.  
People are hurting. The UK is divided. Our national conversation has broken down. Whether you’re one of 
the 52% or the 48%, or someone who wishes you’d voted the other way, or someone who simply wishes 
you’d voted; whether you’re a younger voter who blames the old or an older voter who feels misunderstood 
by the young, I can’t remember a time when we have felt so at odds with each other, so angry with each 
other. It isn’t simply that there are ‘Brexit’ and ‘Remain’ parts of the country. It is families and friendship 
groups which are divided. 
What is the Christian response? Many believers have a strong conflict-avoiding reflex. We shrink from the 
ding-dong of party-politics. We seek the middle-of-the-road, remembering the beatitudes of meekness and 
mercy. But some of the other beatitudes are less tractable: hunger and thirst for justice, persecution in the 
cause of right, even the mourning for something lost which touches many at the moment. What do these ask 
of us in the midst of our current national disunity? Do they call us to stand up and be counted, whatever  
others think? What does that sixth beatitude – of purity in heart – require – a searing honesty about our take 
on things or keeping our counsel? And what of the seventh one – Blessed are the peacemakers? 
Perhaps our first contribution as Christians really ought to be to shut up – not in a quietist, ‘keep-your-head-
down-and-don’t-make-trouble’ sort of way but in prayer. Before we can help others we need to address our 
own jangling nerves, listen to our own hearts and hear therein a voice that speaks of peace. There is a       
profound prayer prayed by Dietrich Bonhoeffer during his imprisonment by the Nazis: ‘I do not understand 
your ways, but you know the way for me … Lord, whatever this day may bring, your name be praised’.  Then 
we can hope to be freed from the tyranny of our own emotions and political reflexes. Then we can   begin to 
see that those who disagree also voted honestly and sought the good as they saw it.  In sorrow rather than      
anger, we can begin to recognise what has been badly argued and what should never have been said (by our-
selves or by others). We can reach out to rebuild shattered trust, to imagine together a better future for our 
country and to resist all that is merely xenophobic, prejudicial, narrow-minded or founded in fear. 
We tend to think of peace-making as something which needs to be done overseas – and surely there will be 
bridges to be rebuilt with our European neighbours, whatever the next few months may bring. Yet it seems 
that our calling may be nearer to home. As we head for March 29, 2019 (assuming anything will actually 
change on March 29!) our task becomes clearer – at least in the form of the questions we must ask: How can 
I personally reach out to people who think differently from me? How together can we rebuild community? 
How can we protect those left vulnerable or hurt? How can we rebuild our national conversation, our        
national politics and our national identity to create a space where all can thrive and fear is not the motor of 
debate or the deciding factor in policy decisions? 
We need new peace-making skills right here at home. Fortunately the Catholic Peace Movement, Pax Christi, 
has a long history of promoting conflict-resolution and sharing the Gospel of Peace.  
To find out more about their work, or to join, contact:  

Pax Christi, Christian Peace Education Centre, St Joseph's, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY.  
http://paxchristi.org.uk/  e-mail: info@paxchristi.org.uk 
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CAFOD ANNOUNCES NEW DIRECTOR    

Christine Allen will be the new Director of CAFOD. She has held leadership         

positions at two faith-based international development organisations for the last 

17 years.  Since 2012, she has been the Director of Policy and Public Affairs for 

Christian Aid.  As a senior leader and high-profile representative for the              

organisation, she has lobbied and influenced political and private sector leaders 

on significant policy changes on tax justice and climate justice, led senior-level 

external relations for CEO and other departments, held leadership roles on global 

and UK bodies, as well as supporting Trusts, Foundations and Major Donors initia-

tives.  She was also  responsible for theological reports underpinning Christian Aid's policy work. 

She was Progressio's Executive Director for 11 years, from 2001-2012.  Before joining Progressio, she worked 

for ten years in the area of housing, poverty and social exclusion in the UK as Head of Public Affairs at the 

National Housing Federation and Education Department Coordinator at CHAS.  Her career began as a field 

worker with the Justice and Peace Commission in the Archdiocese of Liverpool in 1987 and as CAFOD's    

campaigns coordinator in 1989. 

Christine said: "I'm honoured and delighted to be appointed to this role at CAFOD.  It feels like coming home.  

Working for CAFOD as a young campaigner, I discovered catholic social teaching and was hugely inspired and 

influenced by a church that took action for peace and justice.  The need for global solidarity today is as great 

as ever.  CAFOD, and its thousands of supporters, stands as a powerful witness of love in a world of greed 

and selfishness, as we seek to end the injustices of poverty, inequality and environmental exploitation.  I am 

immensely proud of CAFOD, its work and its role in the global Catholic family and I feel humbled to lead such 

an important agency of the church." Bishop John Arnold, CAFOD Chair of Trustees, said: "I welcome Christine 

back to CAFOD with great joy. She is a strategic leader whose vision, energy, and deep-rooted faith and  

commitment to Catholic values, make her specially placed to lead CAFOD's journey in the coming years.  

Christine will take up the post in spring 2019.  CAFOD's current Director Chris Bain has temporarily delayed 

his retirement until this date.                                                                        https://www.indcatholicnews.com/

 

 

This holiday season, stockings will fill with chocolate 

Santas, Toblerone triangles, Milka bars, and more 

goodies from Cadbury and its parent company    

Mondelez. But Mondelez could still be using           

unsustainably grown cocoa, fuelling the loss of our 

tropical rainforests.. Companies like Hershey’s, Lindt, 

and Godiva have recognised the devastation they’ve 

caused to forests through bad cocoa practices. They 

have committed to transforming their whole supply chains from harmful full-sun monocultures into        

shade-grown agroforestry cocoa.  But Cadbury and Mondelez have stayed silent: no global commitment to 

agroforestry, no global zero-deforestation cocoa sourcing     policy. As Christmas approaches, it’s time to  

remind them they could do better. 

 

 

Cadbury: Support rainforests, the environment, and farming communities by committing to agroforestry cocoa. 

The Ivory Coast and Ghana -- the two countries from which Mondelez sources most of its cocoa -- are on the 

brink of irreversible, catastrophic rainforest destruction. An investigation last year found that national parks 

and protected areas had be en slashed and burned to make way for farms that supplied illegal cocoa to   

traders like Cargill, who in turn sold cocoa to Mondelez. Meanwhile, cocoa farmers are so poor that most of 

them will never taste chocolate in their lifetime. They can’t even afford to buy a Cadbury bar. 

Only a nationwide transition to shade-grown agroforestry can re-green those countries' rainforests and bring 

back the birds, bugs and bats that have been driven out. It’s better for the soil, better for farmers and better 

for the climate.  The good news is, together, we can change the company’s mind. Just last month, your   

pressure helped convince Lindt to publish one of the chocolate industry’s most ambitious anti-deforestation 

 action plans yet, including a commitment to agroforestry.  

Tell Cadbury to support agroforestry, end deforestation, and follow through on its sustainability promises! 

 

https://actions.sumofus.org/a/cadbury-no-more-rainforest-destruction-for-cocoa/?akid=49868.6364858.H30F9y&rd=1&source=fwd&t=2 
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The Clewer Initiative  have sponsored  the Safe Car Wash app  to allow the general public to engage with the 

problem. Download the free app onto your smartphone and then when you are using a hand car wash,     

simply open the app and complete a short survey about the working conditions of the car wash. 

Modern slavery is hidden in plain sight on our high streets. People are being forced to work long 

hours, for little or no pay, and under threat of violence in hand car washes. 

Many hand car washes are legitimate businesses, but some of them are not. Police raids in hand car washes 

in towns and cities up and down the country have unearthed victims living in horrendous conditions. 

Although law enforcement and the government are clear that this problem exists, there is no reliable data on 

just how widespread it is. This lack of information means that victims could be falling through the net. 

We have spoken to the police, the National Crime Agency and the Gangmasters & Labour Abuse Authority 

about how we can work together to help them solve this and bring these hidden victims into the light. 

 

 

Modern Slavery is here in Cumbria!  

 

 

Modern Slavery is the third most profitable crime in the UK and affects tens of thousands of people, not least 

here in Cumbria.  The CTinC Modern Slavery group comprises police and church representatives and meets 

quarterly to discuss awareness raising and training issues around modern slavery in Cumbria.  

The Clewer Initiative enables church communities and networks to develop strategies to detect modern   

slavery, and provide support to those involved. We met colleagues from other areas at the Clewer Northern 

Region event in York, and hope to develop stronger links with our neighbouring counties to address this 

growing issue.  

Clewer, together with Just Enough UK have created tailored resources for use in primary and secondary 

schools, available for free to anybody who wants to spread the word about modern slavery.  

Download them for free from:    

  www.modernslaverylessons.com      www.theclewerinitiative.org  

If you would like to learn more, or have somebody come and talk to your church, school or community about 

modern slavery, please contact Shelagh Goldie   shelagh.goldie@gmail.com or T: 07941836477  

Shelagh Goldie 

Modern Slavery, Human Trafficking and Sex Working in Cumbria  

Sandra Radcliffe Modern Slavery Officer, Cumbria Police  

In recent weeks, many of you will have heard about a person found in a shed in the garden of a property 

near Carlisle. He had been living in the shed for many years and worked for the owner of the property. His 

living conditions were squalid and he had no electric or water services.  

This has come as a shock to the area, as we would never have believed that something like this could be hap-

pening on our doorstep. For the past three years, Cumbria Constabulary have been investigating Modern 

Slavery, Human Trafficking (MSHT) and Sex Working in the County. It is a statutory requirement for the Po-

lice, but also other partner agencies to be aware of such crimes in the county.  

Sandra Radcliffe has recently been appointed as MSHT and Sex Working Co-ordinator. She has a wide knowl-

edge of MSHT and Sex Working from working as an Intelligence Researcher for the Constabulary and having 

been involved in several investigations in Cumbria. She says, “we will never erase this crime from the area, 

but if we can come together to safeguard and support victims of these awful crimes hopefully we will reduce 

the opportunities for these perpetrators in the Cumbria Area.”  

Recently, The Clewer Initiative organised an event to raise awareness of how the Church has worked with 

Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking for a number of years. Sandra, Craig Smith and members of CTiC at-

tended this inspiring event to hear how the Church has worked with the police to tackle slavery. A Professor 

who has specialised in MSHT for many years, and a Detective Inspector from North Yorkshire Police ex-

plained the current picture of MSHT in the North Yorkshire area, and practical workshops gave some inter-

esting ideas. Sandra hopes to work closely with the Clewer Initiative, and other partner organisations to 

make a bigger difference to Cumbria and surrounding areas.  

Sandra.radcliffe@cumbria.police.uk 

Download the free app onto your smartphone. When you are 

using a hand car wash, simply open the app and complete a short 

survey about the working conditions of those employed. 
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Declare a Climate Emergency in Lancaster & Morecambe 
 

14th December 11am-1pm at the Friends Meeting House,  

Meeting House Lane Lancaster   

A motion is to come before Lancaster City Council in the next 

couple of months, to find out more and book go to  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/declare-a-climate-

emergency-lancaster-morecambe-tickets-

53245553885ref=enivte001&invite=MTU1NzgyNjUvaGthZG1

pbkBwaG9uZWNvb3AuY29vcC8x%

0A&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_camp

aign=invitemodernv2&ref=enivte001&utm_term=yes 
 

A number of Councils around the country are declaring a Climate 

Emergency in their Councils  see www.climateemergency.uk .   

There is an interesting film of the debate and of a full council 

meeting of Bristol City Council in  

November this year at: 

 https://climateemergency.uk/blog/bristol-council-declares-a-

climate-emergency/  

is worth looking at - watch the vote at end at least.   

Christians Aware Annual Conference 

11th - 13th January 2019 

 

Future Earth?   

Sustainability for the Environment.  

For Farming and for Healthy Food.  

 

 

The Hayes, Swanwick  Alfreton,  

Derbyshire DE55 1AU 

 

There is an urgency for farming and the 

environment to move together towards 

a sustainable future.   

Good food production should go to-

gether with good environmental man-

agement and animal welfare. 

 

Christians Aware, 2, Saxby Street,  

Leicester LE2 OND 

  Tel: 0116 254 0770 

http://www.christiansaware.co.uk/ 

 

Download resource pack at: www.church-poverty.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 2nd February 2019 

Keswick School CA12 5QB 

a day conference organised by the     

Cumbria Theological Society, Churches 

Together in Cumbria Environment Group 

and St John’s Church, Keswick 

 

It’s a day to reflect on why we should 

care for the earth, our common home, 

and the challenges we face in doing so. 

It’s about becoming aware of faith      

perspectives on the environment and  

environmental challenges, and to identify 

practical actions we can take, both as  

individuals and as communities. 
 

The day is aimed at sixth-form students, 

local churches, local businesses and anyone 

interested in environmental issues. 
 

The costs are £15 per person  

(£5 for sixth-form students) 

poster available and  more information 

https://caringforourcommonhome.org 
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Events & Opportunities for Awareness Raising 
1st December  World Aids Day  

10th December  Tabor Preston –Love Needs to be Organised see below 

10th December  UN Human Rights Day 

18th December  Internationl Migrants Day un.org/en/events/migrantsday 

30th December  Sunday Worship led by Sarah Teather JRS Radio 4 8am 

11-13  January   Christians Aware annual conference Future Earth?  - Sustainability for the  

    Environment for Farming and for Healthy Food Swanwick   

    http://www.christiansaware.co.uk/Conf-22019.html 

18-25 January   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019, ‘Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue…’  

    https://ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer 

20th January   Peace Sunday Good politics serve peace see page 9 

27th January  Holocaust Memorial Day  https://ctbi.org.uk/holocaust-memorial-day-27-jan-2017/ 

    http://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2019-Peace-Sunday-Booklet-final.docx  

2nd February   Caring for our Common Home, Keswick School, Keswick CA12 5QB see p.12 

12th February   Eritrea and Human Rights'  7.30-9pm, Best Building, University of Chester,   

3rd March    Church Action on Poverty Sunday Look at poverty in a different light  

    www.church-poverty.org.uk 

9th March    International Women’s Day  

15th March   CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day 

 Are you a budding journalist? 

We are looking for students (aged 15-18 inclusive) to write an article or make a video report that  informs, 

challenges and raises important issues on the topic: 

"The Challenge Of Climate Change" 

Enter the competition! Two categories, writing and video. Closing date for entries: 8th Feb 2019 

The winning articles and videos will be announced in Columban media on the 15th March 2019. 

Find out more at http://www.columbancompetition.com/  


