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BBB Management Meeting 

The meeting of the Management Committee (Directors and 

Faith Leader) had to be rearranged. It’s now on  

Tuesday 28th February, 6.30pm, at the Faith Centre 

 

SHARE FAITH SHARE FOOD 

(Women‘s Group) 

 @The Faith centre 

Next Meeting Tuesday 23rd April 

 

Please contact Bea on 07875517043 or bea 

foster@hotmail.com for queries and questions 

Men’s Fellowship In Faith 

Next Meeting 

Sunday 5th March Meeting @ 7.30pm. 

Note at St. John’s R.C. Church Hall, Ivy St 

"Ancient Routes in Arabia for the Incense Trade and the 

Hajj Pilgrimage - Illustrated." 

Presented by Father Michael Waters 

                                 All men are welcome 

 April (to be confirmed) – 

A visit to the Mirfield (West Yorkshire) Mirfield Centre  
The Mirfield Centre is part of the Christian educational work of 

the Community of the Resurrection (CR), which is a religious 

order of the Anglican Communion. 

The Centre was first established in 1997 as a resource for the 

mission of the Church. It had the 'aim of offering encouragement, 

education for discipleship and formation for men and women 

from all the churches in order to be the People of God in this new 

millennium'. The life, worship and resources of the Community of 

the Resurrection were seen to be one of the foundations on 

which this could be built.  

The Mirfield Centre currently offers day events, quiet days, short 

educational courses and residential courses in partnership with 

the Community Retreat House. The Centre's programmes focus 

on the themes of prayer, education, pastoral support and 

encounter. The Centre can also provide day conference facilities 

for group 

 The Bishop of Burnley 

Bishop Philip North will be installed as the Bishop of Sheffield on 

14
th

 May. He has only been with us two years and a President of 

BBB for a little less time. He will be greatly missed for all sorts of 

reasons. His support and encouragement for interfaith work has 

been seen in both his words and deeds.  

His loss to our Borough and its people will be felt by many 

because of his accessibility despite his extensive responsibilities. 

He is articulate, and easy to understand, and also direct and 

forthright. 

We know he will be richly blessed as will those he has been 

called to serve. God bless Philip 

Fact or Fiction 

I find that people still don’t know Religious Education is taught 
in schools and that Christianity is the main faith that is taught. 

It is also true that other faiths are taught according to that 
faith’s representation amongst the pupils /students. 

Where schools have a majority of a faith other than Christianity 
Christianity is still the main faith taught. 

As it always was, and still is, parents have a big responsibility 
to support schools and their children in what they are taught 
and learn. 

Lancashire, through its monitoring systems and the support 
teachers have available from the County via other teachers 
and materials and resources they can access, is a beacon 
authority in the teaching of and support for RE.  

This is all backed and supported by Lancashire SACRE an 
independent body made up of representatives of different 
faiths, denominations, schools/colleges, different governing 
bodies and teacher organisations, which each local authority 
has. 

If you have any questions or queries please ask your child’s 
teacher or head teacher or contact the BBB Chairman, Colin 
Wills, or Afrasiab Anwar at the Burnley and Pendle Faith 
Centre at the Burnley Campus both of whom are members of 
the SACRE 

 

 

 

 

From column1  

As usual, the hospitality was generous. 

Later that day men from different faiths were shown 
photographs and a DVD of Colin Wills’ visit to Buckingham 
Palace for his investiture of the MBE. Various Muslim and 
Christian people, and others, were responsible for his name 
being submitted for consideration, without his knowledge. 

Two days later ladies were sharing their skills with over thirty 
ladies from other faiths at the bi-monthly Share Faith Share 
Food ladies' evening. Ladies moved from table to table 
observing and trying a variety of skills. These included making 
‘prayer shawls’ for the sick and elderly whom church members 
know or hear about, ‘twiddle muffs’ for those suffering from 
dementia, sewing, massage and learning how to put on and 
wear an Asian headscarf. 

 

A Busy Weekend 

At the beginning of February churches and others attended the 
Ibrahim Mosque in Burnley for its Visit My Mosque Day arranged  
by the Muslim Council of Britain 

The Ibrahim Mosque was where Burnley’s Interfaith Group had 
its office and where people of other faiths and none have been 
frequent visitors for various celebrations which the mosque 
organises each year.  Groups of visitors were encouraged to ask 
questions, have dialogue with mosque members, including the 
Imam, and look in the mosque rooms and at the artefacts. See 
column 2  
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It only takes a spark to start a fire! 

The comments made and decisions taken by the new President of 
the USA could destroy all that BBB and other interfaith groups have 
achieved in bringing communities together to know, understand, 
value and respect one another. 

If you are interested, willing, and able to help us, please pray for 
us, or get in touch. We, this town, and this country need your help 
to make sure we can go forward and not lose all that has been 
gained. 

 

March New Neighbours Newsletter  

New Neighbours has been so busy.  There have been lots of 
changes and contrasting times.  New people have arrived and 
one of our Christian families who fled religious persecution has 
wonderfully and thankfully been given Leave to Remain. 
Opportunities to welcome, share hopes and join in grateful 
celebration. At the same time, for other families, initial rejections 
of their claims for asylum mean that they are plunged further 
into worrying and frightening times. Any challenge to this 
decision has to be lodged within 14 days of its' being received. 
Quickly we help and support them as they embark on the 
search to find a solicitor who is prepared to lodge an appeal. 
We know their times alone are spent trying NOT to contemplate 
the future for themselves and their children, if they fail to get 
Home Office decisions reversed. 

As volunteers working with asylum seekers, it is certainly an 
understatement to say that we often find it pretty hard to see the 
logic and fairness of Home Office procedures and decisions 
made. Over the months our new neighbours have become our 
friends – people we see every week and live our lives 
alongside-  people who are the same as us -  but people who 
have had to leave everything behind to seek a place of 
sanctuary. Their stories always make us realise how much we 
take for granted in our own country. We stand with them as a 
people who are now just trying to live their lives in peace and 
bring up their children in a place of safety. Together with them, 
we too, often feel powerless and disbelieved and of course 
there is fear for what the future will hold. For many of us this is 
where prayer and the importance of our faith and belief in a  
God of love and mercy and ultimately of justice  and  being part 
of a supportive close community becomes so important  –and  
well for me personally I  try to keep busy, swapping work and 
endeavour for question, fear, frustration and anger.  

There is always something to do something to start something 
to improve on. Perhaps a good example is something I have 
written about before. Over the last month, with the help of our 
really skilled and committed (and in many cases newly 
recruited) volunteer ESOL team we have been working hard on 
developing, re-organising and resourcing our ESOL provision.  
This has significantly raised the quality, depth and outreach of 
our ESOL teaching. Learning English is key to people feeling 
confident to mix and integrate with the local community, to being 
able to handle the everyday business of their lives 
independently and competently.  

Under the guidance of our newly in post lead ESOL teacher our 
Tuesday class has doubled in size. LCC have given us funding 
to purchase a much needed laptop to download and project 
lessons on to a whiteboard. We have also managed to secure 
funding for a 6month project targeting in particular young single 
males. This group often remains very much on the fringes due 
to lack of English and no disposable income to participate in any 
kind of social life and no close family support. It brings together 
ESOL lessons, sessions at a local gym and activities aimed at 
encouraging them to join in more with our community. In 
addition, thanks to 4 new volunteers our teaching in the 
community has really grown and developed. We teach one to 
one or one to two in people’s homes to complement and 
supplement the formal Tuesday curriculum. We also continue to 
work at developing our relationship with Burnley College, 
facilitating the placing of our asylum seekers and supporting 
both the college and our “students”, as both adapt to the 
challenge of formal education and protocols for people who may 
have not experienced this much beforehand and whose lives 
and futures are so uncertain.. 

Please keep us in your prayers, especially please remember 
those who are fighting recent adverse decisions by the Home 
Office. Fighting to be believed, to have initial rejections 
overturned and to have a future safe from fear and persecution 
is devastating.  

See  

 

Inter Faith Week 2017 

Inter Faith Week 2017 will take place in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland from Sunday 12 November to Sunday 19 

November.  This year, as in 2016, the Week begins on 

Remembrance Sunday and many people of different faiths and 

beliefs will be marking that in some way.  It is hoped that the 

additional Sunday will provide the opportunity for other weekend 

events to take place... 

 

 

Prince of Wales speaks on reaching across boundaries of faith 

 On 30 January the Prince of Wales spoke at the Annual Dinner of 

World Jewish Relief.  He spoke of how people of faith had shaped 

his life and expressed concern that “the horrific lessons of the last 

war seem to be in increasing danger of being forgotten”.  He said “I 

have always thought that our own particular Faith is something that 

empowers and liberates us, not something that constrains us.  That 

is why, in my own life, I have always tried to reach across the 

boundaries of faith and community; to extend a helping hand 

wherever one might be needed.”   The full text of his speech can be 

found at http://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/media/speeches/speech-

hrh-the-prince-of-wales-theworld-jewish-relief-dinner.  

Inter Faith Network e-bulletin January/February 2017 

US President Executive Order with repercussions 

globally 
 An Executive Order issued by US President Trump on 27 January 

halted the entire US refugee programme for 120 days, indefinitely 

banned Syrian refugees, and suspended entry into the United 

States for 90 days of those from countries of particular concern 

referred to in the Immigration and Nationality Act (section 

217(a)(12)).  There has been concern within the UK about the 

impact on those affected and there have been a number of 

demonstrations http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-

38790629  and statements, nationally and locally, such as those of 

the Muslim Council of Britain, the Board of Deputies of British Jews 

and Birmingham Faith Leaders’ Group:  

http://www.mcb.org.uk/trumps-muslim-ban-time-for-our-

government-to-stand-up-forbritish-values/; 

https://www.bod.org.uk/board-of-deputies-president-condemns-

trumpbans-on-refugees/. The Order was issued on 27 January 

which is Holocaust Memorial Day and a number of genocide 

charities also made statements: 

http://www.srebrenica.org.uk/news/genocide-charities-condemn-

president-trumpsmuslim-ban/.   
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Thank you as always for all your support - practical, in kind, 

financial and prayerful which we continue to receive. Ultimately no 

work or project can stand alone and your support does so much to 

keep our project going in its mission to all asylum seekers and 

refugees who arrive here in Burnley.          

Ruth Haygarth: Project Manager of New Neighbours. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


