[image: image1.jpg]¢
\/

\ \ 4 )
FA " A
CHURCHES TOGETHER

IN LANCASHIRE



[image: image2.wmf]Easter News from CTL
[image: image3.png]






General Election 2010 - 
Holding your MP to account
General Election 2010 - Holding your MP to account
Churches Together Groups can - and do - play a vital role in holding our politicians accountable, and providing opportunities for communities to meet and question their local parliamentary candidates.
If you’d like guidance on holding parliamentary hustings in preparation for the coming General election, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland have put together some useful information. Go to www.ctbi.org.uk/427 to find out more.

Blackburn Diocesan Board of Social Responsibility also has excellent advice - their area on the Diocesan website can be found at www.blackburn.anglican.org/more_info.asp?current_id=357
Of course, engaging with our MPs is not something to be done only once every 5 years! CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY invites your church or Churches Together Group to join a new initiative, The MP Accountability Network. Members are pledged to meet regularly with their local MP, and establish an ongoing dialogue.
This is a real way in which churches can serve their local communities. If you’d like to find out more, download more information from www.church-poverty.org.uk/2010election

CTL NO LONGER CHARGING LOCAL GROUP SUBSCRIPTIONS





As of 2011, Churches Together in Lancashire will no longer be requesting affiliation fees from our CT groups and LEPs. This is not because we are suddenly awash with surplus funds – we aren’t! Nor is it because ecumenical activity doesn’t require investment at local level – it does! So why have we made this decision?





Much of the money raised by local affiliation fees went towards the production of CTL mailings and the Red Rose Round Up magazine. As we now wish to communicate by means of the website, email bulletins, and items within each denomination’s own publications and mailings, those central production costs will no longer be necessary.


We would like to encourage local groups and LEPs to use the money they would have sent off to CTL to communicate and publicise events in whatever way will be most effective in their local context. That might be by copying posters or fliers, putting an insert in congregational magazines, or even advertising events in the local press! Please think through how you can best use these funds which are now being returned to local level.


While many local groups have faithfully paid their fees over the years, many have not. Those groups which are prepared to pay will no longer be subsidising those which aren’t.


The whole existence of fees may be encouraging an understanding of CTL as an organisation to which ecumenical enthusiasts choose to subscribe. We are trying to move towards an understanding of CTL as an agency which belongs to, and is there for, all Lancashire’s congregations – perhaps most of all for those who up to now have not been working ecumenically.





CTL’s funding is dependant on the continuing good will and commitment of our 7 partner denominations at county level, each of which contributes to our work in proportion to its size. Our Denominational Leaders would like to encourage local groups and partnerships to consider taking a collection for the work of CTL when they gather ecumenically for worship – perhaps during the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Our treasurer, Keith Slater, would be delighted to receive any such collections – and also any outstanding fees for 2010.   Please contact Debbie if you need his address.  





























New Chair for CTL


During his 2 years at the helm of CTL, Fr Steve Pearson has overseen a period of huge transition and change. We owe him an immense debt of gratitude for the grace, commitment, wisdom and humour with which he has held things together and moved us forward, and we wish him a little more time to relax as he now hands over the reins to Bishop Geoff Pearson, who begins his 2 year stint as Chair next month. We will officially welcome Bp Geoff to the role at the Forum on May 12th.  





Churches Together in Lancashire is your resource – please don’t hesitate to contact any of the Officers if we can support or encourage you in any way:





Ecumenical Officer: 					Debbie Peatman 


		          					 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Debbie.peatman@ctlancashire.org.uk" ��Debbie.peatman@ctlancashire.org.uk� 





Interfaith Officer:    					Steve Hughes


		          					� HYPERLINK "mailto:Steven.hughes@ctlancashire.org.uk" ��Steven.hughes@ctlancashire.org.uk�





F.E. Coordinating Chaplain:				Polly Mason


							� HYPERLINK "mailto:Mason.P@runshaw.ac.uk" ��Mason.P@runshaw.ac.uk�





Keep watching the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctlancashire.org.uk" ��www.ctlancashire.org.uk� for up to date news, and send us your news, resources and ideas to share. We look forward to hearing from you!














Celebrating 2010 across the County





Plans are now well underway for all our Celebration events this May


 


‘Better Together’ – our CTL Forum on May 12th at Fulwood URC


‘Celebration Praise’ – Two Songs of Praise services in Lancaster (21st May) and Leyland (22nd May)celebrating the centenary of the Edinburgh World missionary conference 





Please circulate the attached publicity flyers as widely as you can. Thank you!

















